Sullivan Elementary PAC Meeting General
February 17, 2015

Meeting called to order by Ingrid at 9:05 a.m.
1. Review and Passing of January Minutes:  1st Elaine, 2nd Harjeet
Ingrid welcomed some new faces and we went around the room introducing ourselves.  Also, a quick reminder that we are here for our kids, and we need to work together.
2. Review Agenda:  1 addition: Discuss water in the school.
3. Principal Update  - Kelly 
· It had been discussed that Kelly would remove herself from the PAC meeting after her principals update.  However, as the head of the district committee for the school, she has a right to be here for the entire duration of the meeting.  It is her responsibility to know what goes on and she appreciates hearing our comments, so she will stay for the meetings.
· There has been some concern regarding the “ravine” in the school yard by the portable.  She is aware of it and it is being looked into.  She talked about it and showed pictures to the kids at the last assembly and encouraged the kids not to vandalize their own school by making the ravine bigger and throwing dirt and mud into it.
· February is “friendship month”.  The teachers have started giving out “bucket filler tickets”.  The kids will come home with the slips if they are given one during the day.  At the end of the month they will put the kids names into a draw.  Winners will go for lunch with Kelly.
· Discussed the “Mind up” Program.  Kelly offers that her sister could come explain the Mindfullness program to us.  She is willing to come to one of our PAC meetings at no cost.  This program has already been implemented by some teachers.  Would a parents  nights be more appropriate?  Ingrid to discuss dates with Kelly.  Tentatively March 30th.  
· There have been some complaints because Kelly brought her dog to school a few times.  She explains that through consulting with the district, it was recommended that she bring in her dog to help certain children.  If there are any concerns about this please talk to her directly.  There is a suggestion that Kelly should send an email home to parents explaining why she is bringing her dog to school, since the rule generally is “no dogs on the playground”.
· Kelly shows a video from all the teachers thanking the PAC for the recent purchases of their wish lists.
· A letter was sent home last Friday in regards to the sex offender currently residing in Surrey.
4. Quick notes:
a) Just a reminder that if you have a concern that is a PAC issue, please talk to Ingrid or a PAC member.  If your concern is a school matter please see Kelly.
b) Movie night this Thursday, February 19th.  Movie is the Lego Movie.
c) Early Dismissal March 3rd.
d) Report cards go home February 27th.

e) Question is asked whether the water in our school is safe for the kids to drink.  Apparently there are times when the water comes out brown.  Could it be from the construction up the street?  Our water in the school is city water so it is tested all the time.  But the pipes are old which could be causing the water to look brown.  We will follow up with having the water tested. In the meantime we need to remind the kids to let the water run for a moment before drinking.
5. Soup Labels – Ingrid: The soup labels that get collected get counted and we get points.  We are hoping to transfer the points to the “free the children” charity.  They could use the points to buy things such as a goat.
6. Book Fair – Firstly, a big round of applause to Stacey for running the book fair this past month.  We made $3,085.  We received 50% commission.  We divided it so each division got $100 and about $450 went to the library.  We are automatically booked for the same time next year.  Ms. Baisi is willing to help out more next year.  It definitely helped to have a debit/credit machine.  Scholastic chooses which books go in the crate and what “themes” the books will be.  This year the book fair ran for 2 days.  Suggestion to have 1 day where it’s open all day.  Also a suggestion to give teachers a day to look through lists and have 1 day to finalize the order forms.  If you do 2 book fairs per year you get an extra 10% bonus, but suggestion is to stick with 1 fair and make it count.  Look at opening the library ½ hour earlier in the morning next year. 
7. School sign: confusion with dates being wrong.  It is a lot of work to change the sign.  Erin is looking into quotes to have a digital sign put up.  The current sign is in a bad place, maybe there is an opportunity to relocate the sign.  We have looked into digital signs in the past and they are very expensive.  Suggestion to have a specific fundraiser for the new sign, if this is what we want to do.  
8. Adult Only Night – We are looking into have an adult only school event/fundraiser for parents.  Suggestion is to have a beer and burger night at a pub.  Tickets $20/each.  Suggested night is April 11 or 18.  Would parents come? Would there be enough interest?  Concern is that for a lot of parents the evening would get quite expensive with the cost of tickets plus babysitters.  Suggestion is to have a “ladies only” night at the school with estheticians, massages, sell products, etc.  Another suggestion is to have the parent night at the bowling alley.  This is supposed to be a stress free event with minimal set up.  Another suggestion is 4Cats.
9. Teachers wish list – Each teacher was asked for another “wish list” and we received the lists back and there were a lot of basic “school supplies” on the list.  Question is asked why we should use PAC funds for basic supplies?  Suggestion is for Ingrid to go through the lists and report back to us with what is the most important and how we can help. Another suggestion is that we send these lists around for “year end” teacher gifts.  Parents are always looking for things to buy the teachers and maybe we could buy these items for them at year end.  Lists will be photocopied and given to class parents.
10. Budget – Shareen – see attached.
11. Questions and Additional Comments:
· Someone heard a rumor that the school district is shutting down playgrounds in surrey.  Kelly states that it is not within their 5 year plan.  When we get the 2 year warning we need to start fundraising, but so far we are not on the list for being shut down.
· Clothing Drive booked for sometime in May.  Jen and Collins neighborhood garage sale is May 23rd and it is always good when we have our clothing drive the week after.  Someone to ask Jen and Collin is they would add a note to their flyer that extra bags can be donated to our school.
· Rollerblading with “Coastal In Line Skating” starts June 8 and they will come for 6 days.  Each class gets 3 classes.  They provide the skates.
· Question is asked whether our school provides typing lessons for students.  Kelly says this is not part of our school curriculum.
· Lice checks will continue.
· Concern is raised over our librarian, Ms. Baisi.  There have been a lot of complaints from children that she is “mean” and yells at them and is not very approachable.  Kelly suggests going to her first to voice complaints.  Suggestion that since there are so many complaints there is enough concern for Kelly to get involved.  Please see Kelly if you have any more concerns.
12. Meeting Adjourned at 10:30 a.m.  1st Kirsty 2nd Heidi
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